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How to Write a Manuscript: Information for Strategic Partner Nominees. 
 
‘How to Write a Manuscript’ is a part-time, online, postgraduate level course delivered by the 
University of Edinburgh in partnership with the BJS Institute. How to Write a Manuscript is one of 
four courses that make up the Surgical Writing and Evidence Based Practice postgraduate degree 
programme.  
 
The tuition fee for this course is £845. The BJS Foundation has committed to providing bursaries to 
fund tuition fees for nominees from strategic partners.  
 
Supported by experienced tutors from the University of Edinburgh and the editorial team supporting 
the two journals (BJS and BJS Open) of the BJS Foundation, this course enables you to construct a 
paper and understand the fundamentals of publishing an article in a peer reviewed journal. 
 
Learning consists of asynchronous online discussion boards, self-directed online study, ongoing 
feedback, webinars, reading lists and recorded presentations. You will be required to complete 
assessments in order to pass the course. 
 
How is the Course Delivered? 
The course is delivered fully online by the University of Edinburgh, with no requirement for you to 
be in Edinburgh. To enroll in the course, you will need to make an application to become an online 
learning student at the University of Edinburgh. 
This short film explains how online learning works at the University of Edinburgh. 
 
How Will I be Assessed? 
Assessment is through participation with online discussion boards and submission of a written 
assessment. 
If you achieve a pass mark you will be awarded credits from the University of Edinburgh. 
 
When Does the Course Run? 
The next course will run from 21 September until 03 November 2026. 
 
Expectations 
You must be able to set aside a minimum of 15 hours per week between 21 September and 03 
November 2026 (total of 100 hours) to complete all learning activities and assessment. You are also 
required to engage with learning activities on a regular basis throughout each week that the course 
runs. 
Failure to engage with learning activities and assessment to a satisfactory level may result in you 
failing, or being withdrawn, from the course.   
 
Entry Requirements 
In addition to meeting the time commitment expectations noted above you must meet University of 
Edinburgh entry requirements (here): 

• Qualifications: Hold an accredited medical degree (MBChB or equivalent) or a UK 2:1 
honours degree, or its international equivalent, in a subject related to healthcare, medical 
writing or publishing. 

https://www.drps.ed.ac.uk/25-26/dpt/cxwebp11006.htm
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/postgraduate-taught/1098-surgical-writing-and-evidence-based-practice-online-learning#entry-requirements
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/postgraduate-taught/1098-surgical-writing-and-evidence-based-practice-online-learning#entry-requirements
https://media.ed.ac.uk/media/1_f006gq8i
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/postgraduate-taught/1098-surgical-writing-and-evidence-based-practice-online-learning#entry-requirements
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• English Language Requirements: As all teaching is in English, you must be able to prove that 
your English language abilities are at a high enough level to study at a postgraduate degree 
level. The University requires you to meet English language requirements with one of the 
following: being a national of a majority English-speaking country; an English language test 
that is no more than 2 years old; a degree (no more than five years old) that was taught and 
assessed in English; certain professional qualifications. It is essential that you 
check University of Edinburgh English language requirements here  University of Edinburgh 
language requirements before submitting an application. 

 
 
How to Apply  
If you wish to take up the offer of a bursary funded place on the course, you must successfully 
complete a two-stage application process as detailed below.  
Stage 1 is a pre-check of supporting documentation (including proof of meeting qualifications and 
English language requirements). The course team will contact you with a link to an online form 
where you will upload your supporting documentation. The course team will check these to confirm 
eligibility and address any issues. On confirmation of eligibility, the course team will instruct you on 
how to complete Stage 2. 
Stage 2 requires you to apply to become a postgraduate student at the University of Edinburgh 
(Applying for Postgraduate Study). If you successfully complete Stage 1, the course team will contact 
you with Stage 2 application instructions.  
You must complete Stage 1 application no later than Monday 27 April and Stage 2 no later than 
Monday 4 May 2026.  Failure to meet these deadlines will result in you forfeiting your funding for 
the course. 
 
More Information 
More information about this course, and the Surgical Writing and Evidence Based Practice 
postgraduate degree programme, can be found here: Surgical Writing and Evidence Based Practice 
You can contact the University programme team at surgicalwriting@ed.ac.uk 
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http://www.edin.ac/pgdf-english
https://study.ed.ac.uk/postgraduate/applying/how
https://study.ed.ac.uk/programmes/postgraduate-taught/1098-surgical-writing-and-evidence-based-practice-online-learning
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