
PROGRAMME
Wednesday 14th - Friday 16th May 2025

Draft - Subject to Change

Wednesday 14th May 2025

12:00 - 15:00  Council Meeting

 15:00 – 18:00

SIS-E Olympics Case Report Contest (Interactive Workshop)

Chairs: Florian Desgranges (Switzerland), Ines Rubio-Perez (Spain), José M. Balibrea  
(Spain)
Discussion Panel: SIS-E Council Members
Speaker 1: Nefeli Yagüe (Spain) - Clostridium Septicum bacteremia in patient with colonic 
adenocarcinoma: a case report.
Speaker 2: Ana Belen Suarez Enriquez (Spain) - Enterobius vermicularis infection: an 
uncommon cause of acute appendicitis in our environment.
Speaker 3: Pleun Santerse (Netherlands) - The management of acute abdominal pain in a 
care-avoiding patient due to extensive psychiatric burden; a case description.
Speaker 4: Teresa Ortiz (Spain) - ‘The enemy within: Candidemia in the immediate post 
operative period of complicated apendicitis.’
Speaker 5: Georgios Geropoulos (UK) - Groin sepsis 10 years resulting after tension - free 
inguinal hernia repair.
Speaker 6: Anna Sasiada (Spain) - Cat scratch disease mimicking an incarcerated femoral 
hernia: A case report of Bartonella henselae infection.

18:00

Networking Event & Drinks

Join us for informal pre-congress drinks to meet colleagues and start networking! All 
delegates and accompanying persons are welcome to this free event, but places are 
limited, please indicate on your registration form if you would like to attend.

Thursday 15th May 2025

08:00 - 18:00 Registration

08:00 – 08:15
Congress Welcome (Brief Introduction & Welcome to Attendees)
•	 Ines Rubio-Perez (Spain) SIS-E President 
•	 Deborah McNamara (Ireland) Local Organiser 

08:15 - 09:15

Johnson and 

Johnson Sponsored 

Symposium
Sponsored Symposium: Optimising Surgical Incision Outcomes

Speaker 1 : Ines Rubio-Perez (Spain)
Speaker 2: Giles Bond-Smith

09:15 - 10:30

Free Paper Session I 
The best oral free papers will be presented in this session, the ‘Best Free Paper’ and BJS 
prize will be selected among them.
Chairs: Albert Gonzalez-Sagredo (Spain), Ben Saleem (Netherlands)
Speaker 1: Hiske Huisman (Netherlands) - Artificial Intelligence for the Detection of 
Surgical Site Infection on Wound Images. A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis.
Speaker 2: Harry Dean (UK) - Origins of Microorganisms Responsible for Surgical Site 
Infection following surgery for Intestinal Failure.
Speaker 3: Niels Wolfhagen (Netherlands) - A care bundle for the prevention of surgical 
site infections after abdominal surgery [EPO2CH trial]; a randomised controlled trial.
Speaker 4: Arthur Morris (New Zealand) - Timing of surgical antibiotic prophylaxis and 
surgical site infection rates: timing within the hour before incision may not matter.
Speaker 5: Julia Castells Bou (Spain) - Design of an Algorithm for the Semi-Automated 
Detection of Surgical Site Infections in Elective Colorectal Surgery. 
Speaker 6: Nathan Bontekoning (Netherlands) - Economic and Health Burden of Surgical 
Site Infections in Major Surgery: Cost Analysis and Evaluation of Quality-Adjusted Life 
Years.

10:30 - 11:00
Coffee Break & Poster Round I

Chair: Arda Isik (Turkey)

11:00 – 11:45

BJS Lecture

Chair: José M. Balibrea (Spain)
Host-microbiota interactions in surgical infections; ready for clinical application.
Speaker: Fons van den Berg (Netherlands)

11:45 – 12:45

Essity Sponsored 

Symposium

Symposium: “The First 48 Hours”: Consensus Statement for Wound Management 
in the Early Postoperative Period

Chair: Ines Rubio-Perez (Spain) 
•	 Current guidelines & recommendations on postoperative wound care.
•	 New evidence & clinical considerations to improve care.
•	 Proposal of recommendation for consensus.
*Following the symposium, SIS-E members that can demonstrate a level of expertise will 
be able to participate in the consensus rounds. 
Speaker 1: Kylie-Sandy Hodgetts - International Surgical Wound Complications Advisory 
Panel.
Speaker 2: Tom Wallace - Results from vascular surgery audit using DACC technology. 
Speaker 3: Catherine Arundel - Surgical Wounds Healing by Secondary Intention Trial - 2

12:45 – 13:30 Lunch & Sponsor Exhibition

13:30 – 14:30

BD Sponsored 

Symposium

Sponsored Symposium: Operating with safety: fact checks and consensus in the 
operating room

Speaker 1: Dr J.M. Badia (Spain) - Surgical site infections: Can there be a consensus?
Speaker 2: Dr S. De Jonge (Netherlands) - Skin antisepsis prior to surgery: controversy or 
evidence. 
Speaker 3: H. Groenen (Netherlands) - Irrigating with safety - the facts.
Discussion & Questions with panel.

14:30 – 15:00

Semmelweis Lecture 

Chair: Deborah McNamara (Ireland) 
Speaker: Sinead O’Donnell (Ireland) - Innovative Research in Peristomal Wound Infection.

15:00 – 16:00

Interactive Symposium: AI for SSI - pitch event: Incorporating AI into the daily 
fight against surgical infection

Chair: José M. Balibrea (Spain)
A networking event with medical/scientific startups presenting their 
cutting-edge research on AI & new technology related to surgical infections. An 
opportunity for making connections and bridging the gap between industry and clinical 
daily practice.
Speaker 1: José M. Balibrea (Spain) - Current status of AI in surgery
Speaker 2: Bart Geerts - The PERISCOPE experience
Speaker 3:  Mohamed Abbas - AI in the detection of bacteremia and fungemia

16:00 – 16:30
Refreshment Break & Poster Round II

Chairs: Albert González-Sagredo (Spain), Ben Saleem (Netherlands)

16:30 – 18:10

Free Paper Session II

Chairs: Florian Desgranges (Switzerland), H.Kemal Rasa (Turkey) 
Speaker 1: Harry Dean (UK) - The Burden of Surgical Site Infection Following Colorectal 
Surgery in England: Population-Based Analysis Using Linked Hospital and Primary Care 
Data.
Speaker 2: Laura Vásquez Candela (Spain) - Evaluation of ChatGPT-4 for the detection 
of surgical site infections from electronic health records after colorectal surgery: Pilot 
diagnostic study.
Speaker 3: Hannah Groenen (Netherlands) - Incisional Prophylactic Wound Irrigation with 
Aqueous Povidone Iodine or Chlorhexidine for Prevention of Surgical Site Infection in 
Elective Abdominal Surgery. 
Speaker 4: Luis Asensio-Gomez (Spain) - The Role of Artificial Intelligence in Surgical 
Infection Management: Evaluation of a Bounded Chatbot for Clinical Practice and 
Education.
Speaker 5: Niamh Reidy (Ireland) - ‘A Gut Instinct’: Tackling Clostridioides difficile 
infection in Surgical Patients.
Speaker 6: Albert González-Sagredo (Spain) - Groin Surgical Site Infection in Vascular 
Surgery with Intradermal Suture or Metallic Stapling Skin Closure: A Multicenter 
Randomised Controlled Trial. 
Speaker 7: Pamela Hickey (Ireland) - Embedding surgical site infection surveillance data 
within a national clinical audit for hip fracture. 
Speaker 8: Estela Membrilla-Fernández (Spain) - Has the Port-a-Germ Changed the 
Outcome of Our Cultures in our Intra-Abdominal Infection? 
Speaker 9: Dr Gloria Valeria Martinez Gonzalez (Mexico) ‘External Validation of the ACS 
NSQIP Calculator for Predicting SSI and Its Association with Incisional Hernia in Post-
Midline Laparotomy Patients.’

19:00 Congress Dinner

Friday 16th May 2025

08:00 – 18:00 Registration

08:30 - 08:45
Report from the Japanese Surgical Infection Society

Yuichi Yoshida (Japan)

08:45 – 09:45

Symposium: An update on C. Diff for surgeons

Chair: Prof Fidelma Fitzpatrick (Ireland)
Speaker 1: Prof F. Fitzpatrick (Ireland) - C. diff in Europe: an update.
Speaker 2: Dr Kerrie Davies MBE, FRCPath (Res) (UK) - What’s new in interpretation of C. 
Diff diagnostics. 
Speaker 3: Ms Eleanor Faul (Ireland) - The surgeon’s role in C diff infection.
Questions and Panel Discussion with Invited Panel Members: Florian Desgranges 
(Switzerland), Kerrie Davies (UK), Eleanor Faul (Ireland)

09:45 – 10:30

Smith & Nephew 

Sponsored 

Symposium

Sponsored Symposium: Multidisciplinary Applications of sNPWT: Consensus and 
Experience Sharing

Chair: Ines Rubio-Perez (Spain) 
Speaker 1: Dr Mairead O’Riordan (Ireland) - sNPWT in Obstetrics and Gynaecology.
Speaker 2: Dr Josep Badia (Spain) - Closed-incision Negative Pressure Therapy: A 
multidisciplinary consensus from the Spanish Observatory of Infection in Surgery.

10:30 - 11:00 Refreshment Break 

11:00 - 12:00

Mölnlycke 

Sponsored 

Symposium

Sponsored Symposium

Speaker 1: Benedict Stanberry - Pre-closure glove change during caesarean section to 
reduce surgical site infections: a budget impact analysis from the perspective of a NHS 
maternity service.
Speaker 2: Christopher Gee (Orthopaedic surgeon) - Clean cuts: Small Steps to Big Wins 
in SSI prevention.
Discussion & Questions with panel.

12:00 - 12:30

Young Investigator Lecture 

Chair: Ines Rubio-Perez (Spain) 
Speaker: Marjolein Heuker (Netherlands) - A spotlight detection of biomaterial-
associated infection.

12:30 – 13:30 Lunch & Sponsor Exhibition

13:30 - 15:00

Global Surgery ‘Joe Solomkin’ Symposium: What’s New in Surgical Infections 
from Around the World?

Chair: Kemal Rasa (Turkey)
SIS-E: Stijn de Jonge
WSES: Fausto Catena - WSES Declaration on infection prevention and management in 
global surgery.
World SIS: Claire Kilpatrick - Global surgery is safer and stronger when infection 
prevention is embedded - a review of what is available to help you do this.
WHO: Julie Storr - Developments in IPC around the globe.
Discussion & Questions with panel.

15:00 – 16:00
SIS-E Members Business Meeting

Society updates and election of new members.
All member delegates welcome.


